1 bo 
* W 


atk 11 


os + 2275 5 


1 


14 ay THe re” 
g " 5 2 


3 e ent " > 41 hn jt Cn EI . 


r F 
* * - 
4 +, v4 
At 
% * 
4 
* 3 
0 


% 


125 


AF ns 
Age 
55 


IE 8 
It N 
4 


wo 12 ñ— ä —„—-— - 


ä—ſ—ꝛBZGOZG̊— —— RO 


—— 


IS 


D 


ern 
— 
3 a] — 
8 
1 * — 
_—— 
E a 
* 
TED 
Re 4 > 


oa 


" * 

o 9.2% 
2 v * 3 
WEL". 


* 


. 
< 


* 


* p g 13 
* 5 - 

- 

; » . 
* * * £ - ; 
- $4 bg 

"IX £ q . 
N , 

* 7 


4 1 9 1 * = A 
e * F L 
4 
* # . * * 4» 
#2 Ft ; $1 0 c ; L 4 * "Is 
: D A E's - * * % 7 2 ” l * fo 1 
= g * 
* 4 ” W 14 1 1 p 
= f N "4 | * a I 7 , 0 1 . * 2 : 
a * IT RS 
* * * P E 3 . * * 
5 6 0 # 4 4 3 7 
+ N x E \ F £4 5 8 « * * 
q 
y 4 


4 3 


1 


Dan 8 IR, 


hom I thought proper. 
Believe me, Sir, it is with the — Sa- 


tisfaction, that I embrace this 1 o 


offering you a ſmall Teſtimony of my Regard, 


which, I hope, you will be pleaſed to accepft 
with your uſual Candor and bn 5. 


Indulgence. 


Should Lendes vor, by ariking Iman fine- 
ly turned, harmonious Periods, and all the 
flowery Ornaments of Diction, to celebrate 


your diſtinguiſhed Merit in a public Capa- 


50 I had the principal Hand in thge 
following Performance, the Other 
Gentlemen have been ſo kind, as to fa. 
vor me with the Liberty of OTE it to 2 


> "4 
r 

Foy: 
a * 
> 


city, it would be an Affront upon the "Town IM 
to Oppo, that they are not 3 en Te. 


„ fible 5 "4 


ble of it, already; and I am convinced, that 
tte Attempt would prove as ridiculous, as if 
ſome ignorant Perſon, with a Deſign to en- 
rich, ſhould fooliſhly take it into his Head to 
gild a Diamond, which, inſtead of increaſing, 
would only ſerve to obſcure its Radiance. a 


* 


3 As to your private Character, into whate- 
ver Scenes of Folly and Imprudence the 
BE World may imagine you have been hurried, 
through a too great Gaiety and Eaſineſs of 
© Diſpoſition ; yet, Sir, allow me to ſay, with- 
out Flattery, that if they knew your many 
amiable Qualifications as well as I do, they 
E would look upon your Imperfections with the 
moſt favorable Eye; they would pardon, ex- 
cuſe and forget them. . 


Is ſhould. gladly have put my Name to this 
Epiſtle, were it not cuſtomary as well as pru- 
dient for theatrical Critics to lie concealed. 
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It is enough, that it is from him who is, 
with the greateſt Sincerity, | 
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D EAR SIR, 


1 Yeur very A ectionate Friend, &c. 


PREFACE. 


WY 


WA. 


of each Performance, it would not only be 
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N the Month of 
peared in the E 


PA une 1759, there 1 
] .anburgh Chronicle tlie 
following neat and very genteel Letter: 


„Theatrical Criticiſms are allowed by the 
4 beſt Judges to be of very general Uſe; not 


ec only 


the Audience, hut, in a particular 
„Manner to the Performers, who are, by 


bse this Means, wy to ſupply what is defec- 
at is faulty, and improye 
„What is thought worthy: of Commendation, 


* tive, correct w 


43 


„By this Means, too, any little Abuſes that 


<< creep in are properly taken Notice of, and 


« prevented from gaining Ground. For theſe 


* Reaſons, it were much to be wiſhed, | that 


« ſuch an Undertaking might be carried on 
* here: Iam perſuaded, we have a Number 
« of Gentlemen in this City, whoſe excellent 


* Taſte and Judgment abundantly qualify 


them for it. Would they, by Turns, at 
« their leiſure Hours, give a ſhort Account 


e attended with public Advantage, but might 


afford an agreeable Entertainment to many 
* of your Readers.” e e 


A , 


358 1 8 No | 1 + | omg ; 

& Criticiſin on ee ee of nds 
Ahe firſt Play for the Seaſon) was ſubjoined 
as a Specimen of the Undertaking; which 
Was carried on in a few following Papers, but 

Was afterwards unexpectedly laid aſide. . 
. We regeived much Pleaſure from the 
Peruſal of theſe Pieces, we thought it Pity 
the Scheme ſhould be dropt; and therefore 


ed putlelres into a Society for its W- 
nustion. ay 
nus at} firſt en to poblich en 
. intitled, The Theatre. Por this Project 
yielded to the Opinion of another Gentleman, 
ho ſuggeſted, that the Neceſſity we would 
be laid 2 58 of ſending abroad our different 
. Numbers with a confuſing Precipitancy,might _ 
ſubject us to the Imputation of paſſing a too 
haſty, and temerarious Judgment. He there- 
fore Aried us to the 04 that we have 
. accordingly followed; which was, from Time 
to Time, carefully to le our Materials, di- 
geſt and throw them together, with Accuracy, 
1 "in the Haryeſt Vacation, and delay publiſhing 
till the Winter Seſſions, when the Town be- 
Sins to fill, and the Comedians FRO. ns: 
hei Newcoſile Excurſion. 
Io render our Work compleat, we n 
"rranſeribed. the few Criticiſms which appeared 
In The Edinburgh Chronicle, preſuming to make 
._ ſome flight Alterations, which we hope will 
| 2 tbe taken amis. | 
Our Readers will eaſi ily perceive, that we 
have, in ſome Meaſure, Purſued a different 
Plan. 


"ON" * 
3 8 nee * 


OE 


W kan. For, a were, publihed, riedi-- 
„ in detached Papers, they have rather he. 
8 rz a Journal, than of a Reins Viewz. ||| 
and, as they were. obliged. to. confine them 
ſelves to a very moderate Space, We humbly. _| 
apprehend, that they generally appeared ſome ||| 
how deficient, on Account of their Brevity. || 
For our Parts, we aim at deliberate Narra- 
| tion ; ; and have endeavored to ſteer a middle. 
Courſe between an Over-conciſeneſs. on the 
| one Hand, and tedious Prolixity vn the other. 
| We flatter ourſelves, that the following R. 
marks will meet with no unfavorable bore — 
tion from the PUBLIC. They are not | 
ſcanty, indigeſted Gleanings, from the vague, 
jejune, and trifling namby pamby Declama- 
| tions, of thefe puerile Gentlemen-Wits, who | 
affectedly brandiſh the ſpecious, . glittering | 
Weapons of falſe Criticiſm, while ſauntering⁵ 
at the Croſs, or fluttering with heedleſs, de- 
ſultory Steps from Pit to Box, during a Per- 
formance at the Theatre, Neither are they 
the ill-begotten, ſpurious Brood of perſonal * - 
Malice and private Reſentment : No. We 
can boldly aver, that our Obſeryations are the 
Reſult of the ſtricteſt Attention, guided by a 
| cool Æquanimity, and mellowed by calm, 
and unbiaſſed Reflection. eg | 
k If any of the Performers are diſpoſed toca= |} 
vil, from a Perſuaſion that they have been 
treated with too great Acrimony of Expreſſion, 
they ought to conſider, that, as Servants of the || 
Town, they are e to propet Repte-. 
benſion; — | 
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ATION Ja that the Laſh: is. ae was! 5 | 
cellary for the Correction of all, but elp pecialy | 


ftiff-necked and ſtubborn Delinguents. . 


I any Genius among them (which is far 
from being improbable) ſhall think proper to 
write a bullying and farcaſtical Anſwer to us, 
he is heartily welcome; but, as we utterly de- 


teſt every Species of wrangling and hot-head- 


ed Controverſy, we take this Opportunity to 
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excuſe ourſelves from the Trouble of ſtudying - 


2 Reply, and ſhall wiſh our big-ſwollen Anta- 
goniſt the moſt ſuperabundant Joy that his ea- 


gerWiſhes can form, on having that glorious 
Advantage, — the laſt Word. 


Upon the Whole, we publiſh this * of. 


the Edinburgh Theatre, Wh the greateſt Dif- 
fidence in its Execution; though we are un- 


der leſs Anxiety, when we can conſider, with 
a conſcious Satisfaction, and ſome Degree of 
Pride, that our Allegations, in general, have 


had the Sanction of the learned, Apa: and 
mo Audience of Scotland. 
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extravagant Height, þ 


Dexter's Performance of this Character 
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WDM Es DA, June 20. 


HE Theatre opened with 1 
and tbe Chaplet. Oroonake, by Mr. 
Deter, from Dublin (his firſt Ap- 


Sonu k 92 ASON, 


pearance on this Stage.) — Our Expectations 


from this Gentleman had been raiſed to an 
by the wonderous puſfing 
of _ the People concerned in the Emoluments of 


the Houſe; a Practice which, if rightly con- 
. fidered, is exceſſively imprudent; as it always 


makes us overlook what we might otherwiſe 
have received with tolerable Approbation. Mr. 


us no deſpicable Opinion of his Abilities. We 
cannot, however, but obſerve, that he ſeems 
SL I te 
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to be better formed for the Hero than the, | 
Lover, as he appears e deal deficient in 
Point of Tenderneſs. His being accuſtomed | 
do play in a large Houſe renders his Voice, 1 
at preſent, by far too ſtrong for ieee 
hope he will ſoon bring it to a proper Modu. 
lation Perhaps the Impatience of the Town, _ 
for ſomething very great, we mean their ali. 
moſt adored Actor Mr. Digges, may occaſion 
their paying too little regard to a moderate De- 
gree of Merit. — Aboan, Mr. Love; — As we 
, dare affirm, without any Diſparagement to 
this Comedian, that his Figure, Voice, and 
Deportment, are extremely ill ſuited to tze 
Dignity of the Buſkin; ſo he muſt not take 4 
it amiſs, if we cannot commend im in a Tra 
\ gic-watk. We were, indeed, ſurprized tv ind 
b: ; 7 attempt the Companion of the Royal 
| "Slave, while the Governor was done by a much 
younger and more gemee! Actor. Mr. Par- 
| fons, in the Governor, added to our Hopes of 
bis growing Reputation; and Mr. Holland, in 
| Blandford, muſt not be paſt by without Praiſe; 
Mr. Lantaſhire's Captain Driver, and Mr. 
|  Stamper's Daniel, afforded great Entertainment: | 
| We cannot, however, neglect to cenſure an 1 
Interpolation by the latter of theſe Sons of | 
Drollery, who told his Mother, that he ſhou/d 
* "Father ber Child. This was fo. very groſs; that 
we can affure him, he had very near felt the 
EReſentment of the Audience, and been hiſſed 
| off. Let him, therefore, in Time to come, 
take Care. Mrs. Cœupers Charlotte Welldon 
3 e | Was 
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was charmingly 4 We EE help think 


this Lady à valuable Acquiſition to ont 

; bs as ſhe has the fineſt Perſon,” the 
moſt agreeable Face, and the politeſt Carriage 
of any Actreſs we remember to have ſeen on 
chis Stage; which makes her deſervedly fill 
the capital Characters in genteel Comedy. 


Widow Liackit was remarkably well performed 


by Mrs. Parſons ; and Mrs. Ae Imoinda 
Was very delicate and pretty The different 
Performers in the Chaplet were all well e. 


nough ; particularly Mrs. Parſons in Paſtora, 
who, with infinite good Humour, received 


all the Applauſe that the utmoſt ' Efforts of a 
bc TE though 397 a e could 
| WT... be | ' 
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Sar vr, June 23: 


HA MI. E T, with THE HoNnEsT Arn: 
SHIREMAN. Hamlet, by Mr. Dexter.—Whe- 
ther or not there were any particular Reaſons 
for the Exhibition of this Play, we are not ſo 


much in the Secrets behind the Curtain, as 
to determine. We would preſume that has 
been the Caſe; as it is evident, they have 
taken the direct Method to ſhow their capi- 
tal Acer in the moſt diſadvantageous Light. 
We will venture to ſay, without national Va- 
nity, that the Edinburgh Theatre has been 


honored with a Gentleman as great in Ham- 
, | 3 5 B 2 Fs, : | let, 
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by which, Means, he has deſervedly acquired 
the higheſt Reputation in this Country. That 


Conſideration, of itſelf, muſt have been no 


ſmall Diſcouragement to equal, or (if it were 
poſſible) even ſuperior Abilities; how much 
more to inferior ones. Mr. Dexter, when 


vehement Paſſion was neceſſary, ſhewed ſome 
Maſterly Strokes of acting; but in the Cha- 


racter in general, was but very, very indi- 


ferent ; he neither looked like, nor ſeemed to 


enter into the Spirit of it. He had, indeed, 
a Sort of Dullneſs about him, but was far 


from carrying the Appearance of a melancholy 


Man, who was per/iſting in obſtinate Condole- 
ment. We may add too, that the Shrillneſs 
of his Voice, in a good Meaſure, did Violence 
to the plaintive Expreſſions of the dejected 


Prince. Let us but reflect with what Ra 


tures we have heard the magic Page of SnAKk E- 


- SPEAR pronounced by Mr. Diodks, to whom 


indeed, 


| dedit ore rotundb, 
Muſa logui. . — 


©, Ghoſt, Mr. Love. This is ſo noble a Part, 


that tbe Words alone are ſufficient to fill the 


Audience with the deepeſt Sentiments of Hor- 


ror. Although Mr. Stamper's humorous Man- 
ner of playing Polanius may be highly ap- 
plauded by the merrier Part of the Audience, 
yet we muſt take the Liberty to give it as our 


1 Opinion, 
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Opinion, that he miſtakes the Character in 
making it ſo ridiculous. Polonius, indeed, is 
ſuppoſed to have ſomething. peculiarly odd a- 

bout him; but, that he is not the weakeſt 
Man, will appear from the judicious and per- 
tinent Advices which he gives to his Son La- 


1 ertes, Mr. Aicken, a young Actor, made his 
| firſt Appearance here, in Horatio, in which 


he gave pretty general Satisfaction. Mr. Lan- 
1 caſbire s, Graves digger (by no Means a con- 
ſtemptible Part) was performed with great 
| Judgment. Mrs. Parſons's Merit in the Jueen 
| is ſufficiently known; and no- body has ever 
ſeen Mrs. Mozeen; that will doubt of her 
pleaſing in the gentle Ophelia. — The Farce, 
in general, was pretty well afted. 2 


* * 
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Mo x pA, June 25. 


TAE Beaux STRATAGEM, with THE | 
Lying Vater. Mr. Dexter's Appearance | i 
in Archer was very good; and his Action || 

upon the whole, juſt and natural: We muſt || 
likewiſe congratulate him on having followed | 
our Advice, in reducing his Voice to a lower, 11 
and conſequently leſs diſagreeable Pitch. lt 
gives us much Pleaſure, that we have now (in 1 
the Language of the Green- room) found Mr. 
Love al Home; that is to ſay, in ſuch a Part, 
as his natural and acquired Abilities qualify 
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him to per ; by which Means we have 
him to perform; by Is. 
\ | 


- tare of the Humoriſt 


an Opportunity of doing Juſtice to the ſingu- 


lar Merit of this very excellent Comedian. We 


are perſuaded, that it would be difficult for 
any Man to ſucceed better in his Caſt of Parts. 


His Boni face was altogether the hearty, old 
Engliſh Landlord; with which, at the ſame 


- 


Time, we could diſtin geil the exquiſite Mix- 


Character of Aimwell, with an agreeable Eaſe 
and Spirit; and Mr. Stamper gave us Scrub 
in his uſual Perfection. We ſhould think our- 


, which the ingenious - 
Author intended. Mr. Aicken ſupported the 


ſelves greatly to blame, did we neglect to take 


Notice of Mr. Fitzmaurice's Foigard, where 


this Gentleman diſplayed ſuch a remarkable 


 Naivete, and fine Vein of low Humour, as 


muſt raiſe him much in the Eſtimation of the 


Public. Mrs. Sullen was, indeed, exquilitely 


performed by Mrs. Cowper. As her Talents 


were ſhown this Evening, to the beſt Advan- 


tage, (to uſe the Words of old Cizzzr) ſhe 
even eutdid ber uſual Excellence. The uni- 
verſal Applauſe with which ſhe was received, 
did great Honor to the well-known Taſte of 


our polite Audience. Mrs. Love, in Cherry, © 


had all the Pertneſs and Vivacity proper for 


the Character, to which ſhe did very great 


Jiuſtice. Mrs. Acker made her firſt Appear- 
ance here in Dorinda, but with little Appro- 
bation; which we would impute to a Timi- 


"dity,. that we hope Time, and the Uſe of the 


Stage, will correct, In the Lying Valet, Mr. 


Stamper”s 


Parſons too, made a very good Melſſa; par- 
ticularly, when in Man's Cloaths, for which 
her ph rl is pi ag.) N 
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TAE ProvokeD HusBanD, with THE 
Mia or MANs FIELD. Mr. Dexter's Lord 


Townly was not amiſs; and Mr, Aicken, in Mun- 


ly, met with a great deal of juſt Applauſe. It 
gives us Pleaſure to find this Gentleman daily 
improving upon us. Mr. Love's Sir Francis, 
Mr. Stamper's Squire Richard, and Mr. Lan- 


caſhire's fobn Moody, - were extremely well 


panes. We would, however, (with all due 
Deference) let Mr. Love know, that he fre- 
quently confounds the County dialect with 
the Scots Pronunciation; which, although it 


may afford him an Opportunity of gaping . 
wide, and delighting the aſtoniſhed Galleries, 0 


with a higher Degree of Vociferation, is yet 


an impropriety, which ought to be corrected. 


Mr. Parſons had a good deal of Merit in 
Count Baſſet.— Lady Townly, Mrs. Cowper. 
Here, our favourite Actreſs was entirely the 
Woman of Quality ; and by her Elegance of 


Dreſs, and gracefal Behavior, convinced us 
of her being able to ſhine with becoming Luſ- 


tre in the Drawing-room. ' We could, at the 


lame 
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Stamper's Shark, Mite! Tove Kitty, and Mr. Bp 
Lanceſhire's Guttle, had great Merit. Mrs. | 
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time Time, perceive all 


Parſons, and Mrs. Love. Mrs. Hamilton was 
very decent in Mrs. Matheriy; although ſhe 


is now overtaken by Age, yet (he may be aſ- 


* Yared, that we are not unmindful of her for- 
mer Excellencies.—There is a rural Simpli- 
city in the Miller of Mansfield, which is ex- 


» -cefſively entertaining; and we muſt do the 
Performers the Juſtice to ſay, that it was ex- 


tremely well repreſented. 


* 


* 
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| SATURDAY, » June 30. 


Roko AND JULIET, with THE VIRGIN 


_ Unmasx'n. From what we had formerly 


ſeen of Mr. Dexter's Performance, we could 


not fail to have a very ſtrong Prepoſſeſſion a- 
. his appearing in the youthful Romeo. 
We could not, indeed, but ſmile, when we 


= heard his Miſtreſs talking of cutting him into 


little Stars, in order to enlighten the Heavens. 
We will, however, candidly acknowledge that 
Mr. Dexter was very great in the dying Scene. 
© There, we were diveſted of every Prejudice, 
and almoſt involuntaril y ſoftened down from 


ſtrif-oblerving Critics, to much- affected Spec = 


| px |; — \ * ) J — * pe 
tators,——Mr, Love had much Approbation in 
was e Friar 
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of A rantipole Lady, ſparkling in ber Counte- 
nance. Mrs. Mozeen was agreeable enough 
in Lach Grace; and Lady Wronghead, and 
N Jenny were very well acted by Mrs. 
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| have aſſumed the Conduct of our Stage, in 
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ence; and Mr. Stamper" appeared 
to be very well liked by moſt of the Audience, 
"in Mercutio. Mr. Holland deſerved more"Ap- 
plauſe in Old Capulet, than he received 
hie, Mira. Cowper : As this Lady's Strength 
lies principally in Comedy,” where we haye al- 
ſomewhat afraid of her falling in Tra 
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| 73 
on which Account, we were e : 
prized at her ſucceeding ſo welt in this Cha- 
racter, in which the Softneſs of her Voice 

inſpired us with the moſt tender Feelings, 
while the Sweetnefs and Senſibility of Virtus 
ſat on her Face. All her Scenes were finely 
performed; particalacly her laſt with Romeo; || 
where the difplayed a much greater Power f 
Acting, than we ever could imagine her Miſ= . || 
treſs of,—It is more than probable, that the 
_ envy-poiſoned Tongue of 4 certain bluſtering 
Zoilus, may wickedly endeavour to falſify, or 
turn into Ridicule, ur Commendations of this 
amiable Lady; but, let him know, that we 
have it from àndoubted Authority, that the 
celebrated Mr. Quix, after ſeeing Mrs. Co- 
per play this Character at Bath, exclaimed 
With an Air of the higheſt Satisfaction, ſhe 18 
indeed. a Juliet! Well may we advanca our 
humble Sentiments, under the Sanction of ſo 
great a Judge of dramatic Excellence. Nunſe, 
| BET Love. We would aſk thoſe Men Wa 


the Name of every Thing that is ſtupid, what 
could tempt them to give this Part to a Per- 
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a Woman as Mrs. Parſons? They would al- 


moſt make us believe, that they have taken 


in earneſt a Letter from DRAMATIcus, in 
the Weekly Journal, who extols their Faculty 


of | transforming Comedians to Tragedians, 


far from giving us the Idea of what SHAKE 
SPEAR meant by an antient Damnation, that 


we were preſented with the Appearance of a 
little, prating, impudent Hufley, imperfectly 
dreſt in an old Woman's Cloaths. The ſqueak- 
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don utterly unfit for it, when they had ſo good 


4 .. Girls to Matrons, &c. We muſt fay, that 
the Nurſe was wretchedly ated ; and was ſo 


ing of her Voice, in that Scene where ſhe 


ſuppoſes that Juliet is dead, was execrable 
beyond bearing. Although the Scors Au- 


dience are exceſſively good-natured, yet theſe 
Directors may depend upon it, if they ſhall 


henceforth, from a mean, pitiful Partiality, 


again endeavour to impoſe-ſuch Abſurdities on 


the Public, it will not be ſuffered. We 
were very well pleaſed, with the Farce. 


00 2 1 4 5 
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Tux CaREtess HusBAND, with M1ss Ix 
"HER TEENS. Sir Charles Eaſy was tolerably 

* acted by Mr. Dexter. His Confuſion in that 


Scene, where he endeavours to queſtion his 


Lady, with reſpect to her Jealouſy, was ex- 


with Lady Bey, had great Merit, and ſhowed 


Mr. Deter to be much of the Gentleman. We 


would 


tremely well expreſſed; and his genteel Raillery 
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e e 
would only obſerve, en paſſant, that he ſeem- 
ed, now and then, to be a little at a Loſs for 
the Words of his Part, which, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, marred his Performance. Lord Mare 
bue, Mr. Parſons. Although this Character 


does not lie much in this Gentleman's Way, 


yet Impartiality obliges us to ſay, that he gave 
a good deal of Satisfaction. We would al- 
ways wiſh to encourage a growing Actor, which 

we conſider Mr. Parſons to be. He has got 


a good Countenance, a pleaſing Stage Figure, 


and a ſound, ſonorous Voice; with which 
Advantages (if he has Juſtice done him) he 
bids fair to riſe in theatrical Fame. We muſt, 
however, take Notice, that he ſpeaks greatly 


too faſt, and hope he will take our Reproof | 


in good Part, and endeavour to guard againſt. 
» ſo material a Fault. Mr. Stamper's Lord Fop- 

pington was much better than we could have 
expected. One Thing that hurt him not a 
little, was, his being very defective in the 
French Pronunciation, which was unpardon- 


able in ſo well-bred a Man as his Lordſhip. | 


Mrs. Cowper's Lady Betty Modiſb was extreme- 
ly lively and ſpirited. The mock Dignity, and 
ludicrous haughty Carriage of Lady Graveatrs, 
was exceſſively well ſupported by Mrs. Par- 
ſons, who, in Parts of this Caſt, has always. 


very great Merit. Mrs. Mozeen's Lady Eaſy, 


and Mrs. Aicken's Edging, were pretty well 


done. In the Farce, Mr. Fitzmaurice had all 


the conceited' Affectation and Foppery of a 


Fribble. Mr. Stamper was ſcarcely boiſterous 
RW. enough 
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enough in Captain E. Puff was pl ayed, | 
engogh 5 co op A _—_ ; 
nor did Mr. Philips fail to entertain us in 100 
per. Mrs. Mozeen's Miſs Biddy was far from 
deſerving Cenſure.— We cannot EP" ne 
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WzDpNnEzs DA x, July 4 


Tax Bzcoar's Or ERA, with THE LyinG 
| Va LET, Captain Mackeath, Mr. Fitzmaurice. 
This is one of the Characters, in which Mr. 

Digges, the Roſcius of our Stage, was uni- 

verlally acknowledged to ſhine with diſtin- 

guiſhed #\ 1, | 


Who, when be tun'd the vocal 5 1 
And Jang the Strains of Johnny Gay, 


1: ent ev 'ry hearer charm'd away. 1 


Since we had the Misfortune of being * 
prived of fo great an Actor, we have ſeen ſe- 
veral Performers in this Part, of which we 
will venture to pronounce Mrs. Parſons by 
far the beſt, —lIt was, indeed, attempted by no 
' Teſs a Perſonage than Mr. Love; who, we 
muſt confeſs, afforded ample Matter for Riſi- 
-Bility ; as every one of us, who had been pre- 
ſent at VanBrRUGH's Relapſe, could not help 
entertaining the ſtrongeſt Suſpicion, that Sir 
Ti abel, y Clumſy, from ſome odd, unaccount- 

(HY able 
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able Whim or, other, had taken it into hie 
wor ſbipful Head, to commence a Gentleman 7 
the Shade. We preſume, that it would be an 
unneceſſary Intruſion on the private Approba- 
tion of every Reader of Taſte, ſhould we of- 
fer any Eulogiums on the ſterling Wit, and 
delicate Poignancy of this inimitable Satire; [| 
and the wonderful and almoſt incredible Suc- |} 
ceſs it has had, is a ſufficient Evidence of 
public Applauſe. We would only obſerve, | ih 
that a Player muſt be endued with very hap- ||| 
py Talents, who can do Juſtice to the prin- | 
cipal Character of this Piece. We cannot ſay 3 
much for Mr. Fitzmauricè's Macbeatbh: We 
were a good deal diſguſted with the Stiffneſs 
of his Manner, and ſomething particularly 
aukward about his Shoulders, which made us | 
almoſt imagine that. his Gyves had embar- ll! 
raſſed his Neck, inſtead of his Heels; owing, || 
we ſuppoſe, to the Apparatus he injudiciouſly _|Þ 
makes Uſe of. Mr. Love's Peachum was well 
played; and the ſurly Roughneſs of Loctite 
was very characteriſtically expreſt by Mr. Lan- 4 
caſbire. Mrs. Mozeen was genteel enough in 1 
Polly. This Lady muſt excuſe us for ſaying, þ 
that, although we have received much Plea- 
ſute from her Singing, in which the greatly 
enxcels, yet ſhe has always a Lifeleſſneſs and 
Inſipidity about her, that renders her but an 
indifferent Actreſs. Mrs. Love's Lucy cannot 
be. commended ; her omitting (without an 3 
Shadow of Reaſon) one of the prettieſt Songs |} 
in the whole Opera, INben young at the Bar, | 


** 


1 22 * 
"I was FI a Piece of Aſſurance, as we 
_ would not adviſe her to be guilty of a ſecond 
Time. We could have wiſhed to have ſeen 
Lucy done by Mrs. Parſons, could we have 
«diſpenſed with her playing Mrs. Peachum, in 
which ſhe was very great, and juſtly merited 
all the Favour ſhown her by the Audience, 
who ſeem, every Night, to be growing fon- 
der of her. The inferior Parts were all very 
well. We muſt not paſs by Mr. King ; who, 
inſtead of bidding the Muſic play away the 
Overture, ingeniouſly defired them to play 


over the he For the Farce, vid. p. 20. 
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SATURDAY, July 7. 


£ 


r CaRELESS HvusBAND, with TRE 
Mock Docter. Mr. Dexter, this Evening, 
Was quite perfect, and gave redoubled Satiſ- 
faction in Sir Charles Eaſy. Lord Foppington 
Was much more correctly played. We were 

pleaſed to diſcover the additional Eaſe and 
Gaiety which Mr. Stamper threw into it.— 
We Farce was well performed; eſpecially Mr. 
Love's Mock Doctor, which we look upon as 
one of his beſt Parts. It is obſerved, by a * 
modern Critic, that this Character being a 
Creature of the Fancy, and no where to be 
found in N ature, allows of, nay, requires the 


moſt 
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mot violent Geſtures, . 488050 xtrava- 
gance of Action; and the farther the Actor 
1 beyond any Thing natural, ſo much the 
5 ie.” Mr. Love, who has, perhaps, as great 
| Power in forcible comic Action, as any Per- 
former we have ſeen, had, by this Means, 
an Opportunity of OE uſe of” it in its 
Proper Place. AT: | 


Mop Ax, July 9. 

Tur Misftr, with THE Crazy. The 
extraordinary Merit of Mr. Stamper, in the 
old Men in Comedy, has been acknowledged 
by an elegant Writer of this Country, and 
— by the general Voice of every Com- 
The Myer is, without Diſpute, his 
1 We muſt ſay, that we can 
| 23 form an Idea of the Character's being 
better performed: He enters ſo entirely into 
the Spirit of it, that we abſolutely forget the 
Player, and with Difficulty can bring our- 
ſelves to think that it is not a Reality; every 
| Look, every Movement is ſo particularly juſt. 
The Mixture of Aſtoniſhment, Grief and In- 

_ dignation, at diſcovering the Loſs of his Mo- 
ney, was very greatly executed. —Ramilie, Mr. 
Clarendon. It often happens, that the ſubor- 
dinate Characters in a dramatic Repreſenta - 
tion require a greater Share of Abilities than 
10 


, 


r 


3 . aa imagined; Mr. U had. 
not enough of Bale and Spirit for a ſpruce 
Pootman. Perhaps we ſhould Have cenſured 
the Impropriety of his diminutive Figure, had 
it not contributed to make us laugh the more | 


at his coxcombical Pretenfions. . 
©. Mr. Parſons in Clerimont, and Mr. 1 


Ws Frederic, were both very well. We muſt 


beg pardon of Mr. Stamper, for reproving 


him on Account of another Interpolation ;. al- 


though in private, we reckon ourſelves great- 


ly obliged to him, which was his uſing the 


Words of 'our.laſt Criticiſm on Mr. Parſons. 
There (ſay d he of Clerimont) is a fine ng 


grow! \ 
young Fellow. It gave us the higheſt Pleaſure. 


to find the Audience take the Hint, and give 
à Thunder of Applauſe. Mariana, Mrs. 
 Comper. Although this is not the principal 
Woman's Part in the Play, yet Mrs. Corpper's 
Manner is ſo extremely engaging, that it moſt 
of all commands our Attention. Mrs. Love's 
 Lappet was, in many Places, excellently per- 
b formed; ; at the ſame Time we think that this 
Part is, by far, too long for her: In one Scene 
' the was ſo poor, as to produce a half-formed 
Hiſs —F or the Farce, . p- 23+ 
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TRE RrcUIT INS OFFICER, with. LETHE., 


1 Plume by Mr. Dexter, had but very 
little 
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to ns Scruple, We have been informed 
D 


1 . 


nile 1 the WE. 5 an Fire er a its + 
young Officer, newly” come Home from ſery- 


„ ing 4 Campaign. He rather gave us the Con- 
ception of ſome good-natured Man of For- iy 


tune, Who, to 'oblige his Friends and Ac-' 


quaintances, had condeſcended to put on || 
Suit of Regimentals, and ſhuffle through the Al. 


Character, in order to paſs away an Evening 


agreeably. This Gentleman's Manner of play- 


ſtudious to avoid Affectation) is ſimple, even 


pray, or Stage Tricks, are not only great Em- 
bethiltiments; but are eſſentially neceſſary to a 


| ber ; without which, he can never be 


reckoned compleat. We are ſorry that Mr: 


Dexter has not payed enough Regard to 
_ theſe,” as it were minutiæ of his Employment; 


for which Reaſon, although he ſeldom offends, 


| yet he never can charm an Audience. Ser- 
jeant Kite was admirably done by Mr. Love. 


We were not at all pleaſed with Mr. C/aren- 


ing in Comedy (by Reaſon of his being over- 


to a Fault, Theſe Graces in Acting, which 
_ ! go under the Denomination of Bye- 


5 


don's' Captain Brazen ; which had not the leaſt a 


of the ayre Militaire, and inſtead of the vo- 


latile Impudence which the Author drew, was 
only diſtinguiſhed by a dull Bluntneſs. His 
Figure too may be overlooked in many Parts, 


Bills for this Night's Play, to find Mr. Par- 
ſons thruſt down from Worthy, (his uſual Part) 


but not in ſuch a capital one as this. We 
were not a little ſurprized, upon reading the 


tha 
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The Attempt muſt come fa 


a „„ 
- OL 
* 


"is. LN 8 We 93 take this 5 
. of exprefling our Reſentment, 
' at fo onjuſtifiable a Piece of Ill- treatment, and 
hall leave the Public to judge what Sort of 
| Managers they. muſt be, whoſe Adminiſtra- 
tions are influenced by . Prejudice. 


which Mrs. Cowper merits in Syua. The 
common Proverb, ſow and ſure, is juſtly ex- 
3 in this Lady; who, as The is 'not 
very quick at Study, has this very ſuperior 
Advantage, that he may boaſt of being the 
rfecteſt Actreſs upon any Stage in the three 
| {Kingdoms ; ; by which Means, ſhe not we 
plays her Parte, but plays with them. To uſe 
the Green-room Phraſe, ſhe /ays Claptraps, with 
the fineſt Taſte and . and is pecu- 
liarly happy in her Tranſitions from one Paſ- 
ſion to another. Her arch Attention to the 
Captains Embarraſſment about his little Boy, 
1 — evinced her Depth in theatric Kno-w-- 
edge. The Audience are always admitted as 
Over- hearers in every dramatic Converſation; 
and Mrs. Cooper cannot be enough admired 
for that eaſy F reedom, with which ſhe ſeems 
to addreſs them, in the Light of a third Per- 
Jon; while, at the ſame Time, ſhe never de- 
viates from the Propriety of her Characters. 


There is a Particularity about this Lady, which 
even attracts our reſpectful Notice; and that 
is the unaffected, modeſt Bluſh, which red- 
1 in her ue at E 8 an indecent Word: 


And 


r ſhort of the Praife - 
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And che delicacy with which the glides oper 
| any „ ee that border the leaft on Li- 
centiouſneſs, prevents their poiſonous Effects, 
and almoſt renders them Innocent. Mrs. 
 Aichen's Melinda was pitifully played. The 
fooliſh Simplicity of a young Country Girl was 
| very naturally expteſt by Mrs. Lope in Roſe. 
94 LETHE, upon the whole, gave us a great deal 
; of Diverſion ; though we cannot help ſaying, 
| that the ine Gemleman was but ſcurvily per- 
Raye by Yr. wenn, oo OT ITTCS 
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\ . $aTURDAY,, July 14. 


„ * AMPHYTRION, with TRICK upoN TRICE. 
It is almoſt incredible to what ridiculous 
Lengths, an unthinking, poſitive Audacity will 
hurry the blind Children of Paſſion, when in- 
flated with ſelf-conceited Arrogance. When 
| _ ſubjected to its tyrannic Sway, they will fu- 
| riouſly endeavour to ſupport Opinions the maſt . 
untenible, and be guilty of Actions, which 
they "themſelves cannot but be ſenfible are 
wrong. We had a. flagrant Inſtance of the 
{ſtrange Effect of this Folly (to give it no worſe 
Name) on Occaſion of the acting of Amphy- 
trion. We are of Opinion, that the Manager 
of a Theatre ſhould not even conform his En- 
tertainments to the Taſte of a degenerate Age : 
But, here, notwithſtanding the moſt ſenſible 
and judicious Remonſtrances had appeared a- 
SHARE 1-2 : 
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gainſt 5 a e taatl, Play was 


crammed down the Throat of the Town, for 
no other Reaſon, forſooth, but to gratify the 
"unbounded Vanity of a puffed up Lago, who 


* had thought proper to take up the Cudgels 
in its Defence. We muſt own, that moſt, Part 


} of the Scenes in this infamous, Piece, are now 


in a good Meaſure purged of the Impudence 
and Immorality wit 


tinues the ſame. A Plot founded on a Crime 


of the moſt heinous Nature the Violation of | 
the Marriage Bed—and conducted in ſuch a 


Manner, that the unfortunate Huſband is only 
deſpiſed; while the victorious Raviſher BS 


comes the favourite of the Audience. This, 
no doubt, muſt have a proper Tendency to 


[inſpire our robuſt Caledonian Nouth, with ah 
nerous Sentiments e 


7 ; 


; Virtus re; ul @ ne cin feld. Ni 


* 8 in other Words, to put them on a 9 1 ; 


thod of deviſing Means, by which "they may 
accompliſh any prudent Scheme, that might 
-otherwile be attended with ſome Difficulty. — 
But, to proceed to the Performance. Mr. 
Dexter's Jupiter was as well as the Part would. 
permit him; it being ſuch a one, as no Ac- 
tor can ſhine in. His quiet Deportment fat 
very caſy upon him, and gave Polidas an Op- 
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which they were for- 
merly loaded; but this is but palliating the 
| Affair, when we conſider that the Plot con- 
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. peaceable Anplyrrion peak.“ Me. El. 


land's Mercury was well acted, eſpecially in 


the Balcony , Mr. Love. This 5 


is, by far, the principal Character in the Play; 


as indeed, the others ſeem to have been de- 
ſignedly under written, in order to ſet it off to 


greater Advantage. We were confounded at 
Love's chuſing it for himſelf, as he was al- 


together improper for it. It was bellowed 


forth by Faltaff, without ſtuffing. This is 
the Bait he gererally fiſhes with, and whether 


4 


in Cacafego, Moan, or Macheath, the ſame: 


Bray dins in your Ears, without the leaſt Va- 
riety. The important End he has in View, 
is to make Pun; to accompliſh which, his 
_ diſtinguiſhed Talents for ſtaring, ranting, and 
ſtrutting, are very powerful Auxiliaries. His 


Figure being ſo immenſely heavy, rendered 


His Repreſentative, Bully Mercury, beyond 
- Meaſyre, ridiculous ; whoſe. fat Guts ſeemed 
never made for mounting. In ſhort, the Part 
was prerogatively filched from Mr. Stamper ; 
whom, whoever has ſeen, would un loubt- 


edly have pitched upon, as much better qua- 


lified for the Office of a Nuncio. Mrs. Par- 


ſons made a very good Pbædra. The bawdy 


Gipſey Bromia, was repreſented by Mrs. Love, 
with a ſhameful, barefaced Obſcenity; for 
which (to her Diſgrace be it ſpoken) ſhe has 


always been extremely remarkable. We be- 
lieve that this Night, even the . filles de joye, 


and their kind Gallants, were beginning to 


[yawn and ſicken at ſuch nauſeous Repetitions. 
88 Ken, 
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1 3 Mrs. Coper. Five this Lady w? 
ſo beautifully pictureſque, as to deter the 


higheſt Encomiums. Her intereſting Addreſs, 
joined with the Mildneſs of her Aſpect, made 


us (though we knew the Cheat) greatly feel 


for her, in ſuch Parts of the Play as ſhe appears 


diſtrefled—In te Farce, Mr. Stamper” s Vi- 
2zard was very gu as, played. We would, 
however, declare our hearty. Diſa probation 


of this Piece; particularly where he ſcreens 


[omg under the Maſk of a Metbodiſt Clergy- 
: For, allowing that Sect to be never ſo 
N in the Wrong, yet the treating with 


Contempt and Deriſion, even the Senôlanre of 


Chriſtianity, is attended with very fatal Con- 
ſequences. Beſides, in this Character, Grace 
and Repentance, theſe grand Articles of our 


Herr ReLic1on, are fo ludierouſly expoſed, 
that we muſt be allowed, without the Impu- 


tation of either Superſtition or TION, to 
call 1 it a Sort of Profanation. | 


. DAY, July 16. 


Ark vTRION with THe HonzsT Yors- 
SHIREMAN. For Zhe Play, vid. p. 7. * ; 


* N 3. 
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WIN 4 jay 18. 


Ky aebi k ven; with TRIX uyon Txxex: SA] 
| Þ or the Play, vid. p· 27. For the Farce, P- 30. 


Sr un A, TEX „ | 
- Tui DisTREST MoTHER, with Carur- || 
| RINE AND PeETRUCH1o0, Mr. Dexter, in | 
many Parts of Oreſtes, was greatly too lan- 18 
guid; and therefore maimed the Character 
+ deſigned by the Poet, which is 1 ect Pic. 
ture of Fire and Impetuoſity, A Perſon who |: 
had not read the Play, ep never have 
thought, from Mr. Dexter's Manner of na. 
naging the two firſt Acts, to have ſeen him #8 
go iſtracted.— Actors, in general, have a 
Way of what they call ſaving themſelves, than 
vrhich, nothing can be more dangerous to 
make free with. It is very allowable, that a 
Performer ſhould reſerve the utmoſt Strength — |! 
| of his Abilities, for any Scene that is diftin= _ 
guiſhably grand: But, then, he muſt obſetve 
ſome Kind of Proportion, and not ſhew a 
Perſon in the End of a Play, directly oppoſite 
. to what he was in the Beginning. Mr. Dex!“ 
ter's raving Scene was incredibly | well per: 
formed. His Attitudes were bold and ſtrik- | 
ing; the Expreſſion of his Countenance juſt Ws 
| and forcible. Our Terror ,increaſed at every 1 
| f Line 1 


5 8 1 
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5 Tar 8 
Line, wn POR „ roſe to all the Wild- ks: 8 
neſs and Fury of a heroic Madman. Alto 
this juſtly - claims | as it's Due, the e 0 
. Commendation, yet he went through the 
"former Scenes with ſuch a negligent Inatten- | 
tion, apd tame Compoſure, as rendered them 
fat and ſpiritleſs; by which Means, the Rich- 
neiß of Colouring, and Glow of Imagery, 
Which the Author has in ſeveral Places di- 
played was entirely loft to us. Pyrrbus by Mr. 
AHicten Was, on every Account, ſo. bad, that re 
need only ſay, we would rather have wiſhed 
that Mr. Love had done it. Mrs. Parſons did 
great Juſtice to Hermione, . This and Oreſſes 
were the only proper caſt Characters in the 
Play; the others being evident Improprieties. 
It was a down-right Trifling with Andromacbe, 
to make Mrs. Mozeen.come on and ſpeak the 
Words. — As we would wiſh to deal our Cen- 
ſures with a Lenient, rather than a ſevere 
Hand, we are ſorry that we are obliged tofay ». 
ſuch ungenteel Things of Mrs. Mozeen, when 
the direct contrary — inevitably have been 
aid of Mrs. Cowper ;. who, had not a grovel- 
ing, paltry, managerical Fineſſe prevented it, 
muſt have greatly enhanced her Reputation, 
by appearing in this maternal Widow.—ln the 

Furce, Mr. Stamper's Petruchio was acted with 
much Drollery. The little Part of the Mi, 

Maſter was greatly done by Mr. Parſons, and 


- Catherine by Mrs. Parſons, cannot be enough — 
commended. 
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Mites: ren Love; with Lr We . 
very well pleaſed with Mr. Dexter's Valentine. 


Mr. Love 2 Mr. Stamper ſupported the Cha- 


racters of Sir Sampfon Legend and Forefight 
with a great deal of Humour. Mr. Aiclen 
was not bad in Scandal, and Mr. Fifzmaurice's 


Ben was much admired. We might be ac- 
cuſed of Injuſtice to Mrs. Parſons; ſhould we 


ſs over her Performance of © Mrs. Frau 


without Commendation; nor can we'be fi- 


lent with Regard to the Pleaſure which we 
received from Mrs. Cooper, | in l For | 
whey Farce, vide P 27. e, 


; "oy 


Wos, July Abel, 


Tus . with Tap: bands 10 
Pantomime Entertainment). In the Winter 


1753, 4, when Mr. Lee adorned. the Edin- 
gurgbh Stage, we were entertained in Pas - | 


ScoTs MAGaziNe with Theatrical Anec- 


dotes; the Author or Authors of which, in 


a very genteel, ſenſible and candid Manner, 
inted out the great Excellency of Mr. Lee 


in Bayes, and the Deficiency, nay palpable | 


W of Mr. E ONS in their Opini- 


on, 
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on, was a mere bs 7 on 8 in 


anſwer to which, ſome raw, Freſh- water 
Scribler had the Impudence to peſter the 
Public, with a Parcel of flimſy, indigeſted, 
ſophiſtical Arguments, cloathed in a frothy, 
flippant, pedantic Stile, and inteclarded with 


5 Dales of illiberal Abuſe and Scurrility. Theſe 


were received with proportionable Contempt, 


and remained the Sport of every hiſſing Cof- 


fee-houſe, till a judicious and ſpitited Reply 
made them at once deſcend to the Regen 


of Oblivion. 


We cannot help inks, that this Cha- 
racter is moſt egregiouſty miſtaken, by Mr. 
Love. Every Body knows, that it was drawn 


by the Duke of Buckingham,. in Ridicule of 


a certain great Poet; and whoever, reads it o- 


ver with an unbiaſſed Attention, will eaſily 


rceive that he is a ſtiff, ſelf-conceited, prag- 
matical Fellow: One of your Buckram Gen- 


tlemen, who, being fully perſuaded that he - 


is the moſt wiſe and ingenious Man alive, 


would not yield the ſmalleſt Point to any Per- 
ſon whatever. Inſtead of this, we ſee Mr. 


Love looking through a heavy, clowniſh Fel- 
low moſt fantaſtically dreſſed, ſpeaking and 


acting with all the Grimace and Buffoonery 


of a Tack Pudding; and, with a fooliſh Face 


of Satisfaction, 6 Fi a hoarſe Laugh at his 
own jeſts. We would not be underſtood by 


this, as if we meant to arraign the Judgment 


of the Town, who frequently ſeem to ap- 


| one him in Bayes ; ſo far from this, we are 
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of "the Number of thoſe who give what he | 


_ — thinks Marks of Approbation; for we def 


any Man to keep his Gravity, at ſeeing ſuch | 


ſhrugging of Shoulders, ſo many wry Faces, 
and uncouth Geſticulations. By theſe ſtrange- 
ly-mechanical Means we are extreamly di- 
verted, and naturally fall a clapping, akho', 
upon cool Reflection, we are very much a- 
ſhamed of our Merriment. We have heard 
People fay, that all they wanted of a Bayes, 
was to make them ſhake their Sides: Such 
we would with Joy, on having found a Per- 
former more than able for the arduous Taſk. 


Others. have blindly affirmed, that Mr. Love El 


plays it exactly in the Manner of Mr. Gar- 
rick, and perhaps as well, if not better: 
Theſe we would pity, and: give to under- 
ſtand, that they are vainly comparing what 
are literally as oppoſite as Light and Dack- 
__ on Wm 2 
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84A TURD Av, July 28. 


Tux Conscious Lovers, with CHRRON ON. 
HoroNTHOLOGOS. Mr. Dexter's Young Be- 
vil was well enough. We are ſorry we can- 
not ſay the ſame of Mr. Aiclens Myrtle, 
which ſeemed to be a great deal too much 
for him; particularly in the celebrated quar- 
relling Scene with his Friend. Mr. Sealand 
was tolerably performed by Mr. Love; though 
FOR nn 8 e 
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we could not help thinking, that there was 
_ Coarſeneſs in his Addreſs, rather inferior to 
| the Mercantile. Mr. Stamper's Cimberton, 
upon the whole; did not want Merit. Tom 
did not fit ſo eaſy upon Mr. Parſons, as we 
could have wiſhed ; though we cannot ſay, 
that any of his Scenes gave much Room for 
OCenſure; eſpecially as it was his firſt Appea- 
rance in the Character, which always entitles 

. a Performer to the Indulgence, of the Audi- 
ence, Indiana, Mrs. Cowper, Here we had 
the Pleaſure of beholding this Lady an Object 
Worthy of the Love, Eſteem and Admiration 
of the generous Bevs/. There was ſuch an 
Elegance of Dejection, and ſomething ſo 
ttenderly pathetic in her Behaviour, when re- 
duced to the moving Dilemma, ſo nicely 
 » wrought up by the delicate Pen of Sir Ri- 
\ Chard Steele, that our Boſoms beat with An- 
Xiety, while, from our inmoſt Hearts, we ſym- 
pathiſed with the beauteous Sufferer. Mrs, 
Sealand was very well played by Mrs. Par- 
ons. Mrs. Love's Philiis was but very ſo ſo, 
much worſe than her Performance of it, ſe- 
veral Years ago; which 1s a plain Indication 
that ſhe is greatly fallen off. We, however, 
'humbly think, that the Town is rather too 

| ſevere upon this Actreſs, in deſpiſing her. alto- 
gether; for ſhe certainly has yet ſome Merit left 

in ſeveral little Characters. We were made to 
laugh vety heartily at the odd, incoherenj 
Jumble of Verbolity, Chrononhotonthologos , 
Where the ſeveral Performers gave intuitive 
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| AMPUYTRION) oe: TE Sur 
CnAMRRRNMA ID. For tbe Play, vide p. 27.— 
In the Farce, Mr. Love's Drunken Calonel ap- 


peared to have his Belly full enough of Li- 


quor, and his Head rendered ſufficiently 
derous thereby ; but if there was any Thing 
like a Gentleman Soldier about him, we n. 


own, that it required a greater Degree of Pe- 


netration than we are Mafters of to diſcover 


it. Mrs. Loves Lettice was not bad; one 
oreat Requilite, for this Part, is a Volubility 


of Tongue, which ſhe 1 is TENT happy in. 


8 ; 1 


WIDE pA , Aug. : 5 


Tas CakEIESs Huspanp, with Tus 


js vide p. wes and 22. 
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Machzrn, with FLoRIzEL anp PER- 
DITA. It is a common Proverb, that the 
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Pace is an Index to the Mind. Although this 
| does not hold univerſally true, yet we Always 
incline to ſee it on the Stage. For this Rea- 

ſon, we were far from being ſatisfied witn 

Mr. Dexter's arance in Macheth, which 


Wanted that Inſinuation, that Cunning fo eſ- 
ſientjal to the Character in its Repreſentation, 
though not otherwiſe, as we rather think an 
open bold-faced Villain is his Characteriſtic 

inthe Cloſet.” Mr. Dexter's Performance, up- 
on the whole, cannot be commended: His 


Deficiency in Variation of Countenance was 
very glaring; and although his Action in ſome 


Scenes of Horror was manly enough, yet he 
came very far ſhort in thoſe Places which 


require a ſedate Compoſure, Deepneſs of 
Thought, and Solemnity of Elocution ; par- 


44 ticular in that ſerious and awful Soliloquy : | 


: 
* * 


To- morrou, To-morrow and To- morrom, &c. 


And ſeveral others of the ſame Nature, which 


he ſeemed to run over in too heedleſs a Man- 
ner, without the proper and emphatic Pauſes, 

Which, when accompanied with compound- 
ing Looks, are known to have a prodigious 


Effect on an attentive Audience, We mult 


| - hkewiſe take the Liberty to add, that Mr. 


+ Dexter manifeſted a ſurpriſing Want of Judg- 


ment, or ſomething elſe, in not being perfect 
im fo great a Part. Mr. Aictens Macduff was 


dat poorly played ; eſpecially in that Scene 


Where the melancholy News is brought him 


* 
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of ah erusl and 10e 8 66 10 be N 

loved Wife and Children. It is impoſſible for 

an Actor to convey a juſt Idea of Humanity, 
groaning under ſuch a Complication of Woe, 
without bein „ eee of the warmeſt Feel- 


| Ing, and moſt affecting Power of Expreſſion. | 
| We: ſaw nothing remarkable about Mr. Love's 
Bangquo while alive, but muſt do him the Ju- 
ſtice to ſay, that his 'Ghoſ# was really excel 
lent. Mr. Parſans was pretty well in Mal. 
com, as was Mr. Holland in Duncan. And 
here our Readers muſt pardon a Digreſſion, 
while we remind them of a Perſon who, ſome 
time ago, contributed to their Entertainment 
in this Part. We mean, Mr. Layfeld; whom 
we will take upon us to pronounce the beſt 
Duncan that ever trode the Edinburgh, if not 
any, Stage. There is one Paſſage Where he 
was particularly excellent; which is, when, 
after hearing of the fignal and beneficial Ser- 
vices done him by the brave Macbeth, he ex- 
claims with the honeſt, kind-hearted Simpli- 4 
city of a good old Scors KING: e | 


0 valiant Couſin nt url Gentleman, = 

| We ſhall never forget the ſingular Juſtneſs, ; 
and ſeemingly undiſſembled Sincerity, with 
which Mr. Layfield ſpoke this Line, in which 
there is more e Sentiment of Regard, 
than in a whole Page of inſipid, fine- ſpun, 
modern Compliments. Lady Mackbeth was 
aka well ated by Mrs. Parſons; parti- ; 

; cularly | i 


. "Ta 40 1 
Schr in \the W with her Huſband, aer 


the Murder of Duncan, where a ſtrict A 
tion, and a Sort · of open Intrepidity, Tae pas 


that Part of her Performance exceſſiwely fine; 


ler fleepipg Scene too, in the laſt AQ, bad 
© | verygreat Merit, 


We cannat take Lease ok his Play, We 


= obſerying, that: we look upon it as one of -þ F 
nobleſt, and moſt maſterly Productions of Tus 
GREAT FATHER of the. Engliſh . Drama. 
The principal Action on Which the Plat i is 
founded, is (if we may uſe the Phraſe) mag 
nificently impious; a Number of aggravating 
_ Circumſtances conſpiring to heighten the A- 


trociouſneſs of the Guilt ; It is MuRDER 


mut foul as in the beſt it is. — Unnatural, as 


committed upon a Kinſman, a Friend, a 


| Gueſt, in direct Violation of the Laws of 
; . Hoſpitality —Sacrilegious, a8 perpetrated ups, 


on whom ? — Shudder O Earth I—on Tue 
LorD's ANoINTED ! — The different Epi- 


ſodes, ſuch as the Diſtreſs: of Macduff and 
his Family, the Aſſaſſination of Banguo, and 
Appearance of his Ghoſt, are very naturally 
introduced. We muſt like wiſe take Notice of 


the judicious Conduct of our IMMoRTAL 


Bann, in cauſing this monſtrous Piece of * 
niquity to be brought about by the helliſh 
Machinations of the Witches, who, in Con- 
junction with the Prince of Darkneſs, were 


ſuppoſed to put in Execution the blackeſt 


and moſt infernal Acts of Flagitiouſneſs. Be- 


hides its own intrinfic Worth, this Tragedy 
has 


"Twi 
"1 1 78 | Advantages in the” 


diverſify it agreeably, afford ee Riche 4 
relaxing the Mind, worn gut with the Con- 
templation of the moſt ſhdcking Wickedneſs, 

and are no ſmall Addition to t e, 


— 3. ſach as the Songs, where the moſt 


ſignificant and truſy- poetic Words are 


ca: by exquiſitely harmonious Muſic; 


and the groteſque Dance of the Witches, 
where there is ſomethin g wildly-romantic that - 


tranſports us inſenſibly into the delightful Re- 
gions of fanciful Antiquity, and fils the Ima- 
| opti with a Kind of pleaſing Enthuſiaſm. 


„ 


e need ſcarcely point out the moral Reflec- & 


tions which this Play ſo ſtrongly inculcates.— 
That however Providence may permit the 


tended with the ſharp Stings of an agoniſing 


Conſcience rouſed to Recollection.— That it 6 


will, at laſt, meet with the Puniſhment which" 
it deſerves. Upon the whole, we are very 


great Admirers of Macbeth, and ſhall. never: z 


be able to reſiſt the rational and improving 
Satisfaction of being preſent. at its Repreſen- 


Proſperity of Vice for a while, it will be bee 
erk 8 and tranſient.— That it will be at- 


tation. Florizel and Perdita (to which Mr. 


Dieter ſpoke a Prologue with a good. deal 
of Eaſe) was very prettily played. Mr. Ca- 
rendon's Clown pleaſed us much. We, chin 


this Gentleman's Talents for low Comedy are 


far from being contemptible, when properly 


applied. Mr. Stamper s Autolicus was as welt 
as mY Figure Wu POOR 1 2 the Slender- 
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ges of which did not ſeem ſo proper for a | 

Ballad. ging Pedlar; one of that Species of 
. ile} Mortals; who are generally Epicuri e 
geege Porei; or, in other Words, ive well; 

io that we could have wiſhed to have ſeen a 
Perſon ſomewhat jollier; or, as the French 


9 


call it, en bon print. We were greatly diverted | 

with his ſpeaking an humorous Epilogue. 

720 — —-—ͤ— — * * „ | 
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WI DNES DAT, Aug. 8. 


Tur Susricious HusBAND with THE 
 AnaTomisT. The open, indolent Addreſs 
incident to the Part of Ranger, the meaneſt 
of Mankind may judge of; a Sort of e ne | 
ſeat quoi not eaſily aſſumed; and the leaſt 
Failure eaſily detected in the Attempt to aſ- ' 
ſame it. It would be an Affront upon the 
Capacity of every Reader who has ſeen Mr. 
Dexter, to ſay, that he has the leaſt of Ran- | 
ger's unaffected Gaiety and Freedom about | 
him. We are perſuaded, that this Gentle- 
man, who ſo well knows his Inability for the 
Performance of ſuch a Character, muſt have 4 
laughed himſelf at fo palpable a Miſprifion ; 


though, at the ſame Time, he ought to have | 
cConſidered, that it was a Piece of Imperti- | 
nence upon the Public, and that his Reputa- 1 


tion was, in ſome Meaſure, falling a Sacrifice 
| to Whim. Mr. Aicken's Frankly was very 
| - geateely ated; as, indeed, he feldom fails 
= | | doing 
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5 Was parts done by Mr. Lobe, as was Fack 


 Meggotiby 
Mr. Se 
nothing extraordinary out of it. Mrs. 


ſhone with uncommon Bcillianey i in Clarinde. | 


Mr. Stamper. Every Body knows 
Stamper's Fort in playing; and look wy, 


Wie X muſt obſerve, that this liar 
happy in being poſſeſſed of the — 


of a fine Woman; which are ane 1 | 
e to her Perfow: e 


Sos C1 
n ev'ny Gem augnentcber ovry d. 


* Mr. P — ange) and Bavs * 


t Tendency to ſet off her Performance. 


Facebe, by Mrs. Parſons, was much ap- 


proved of; and Mrs. Noreen was very plea- 
fing in Mrs. Stricbland. In the Anatons/h, 


Mr. Love's Monfieur le Medecine produced ſe- 
veral Roars of Applauſe; and Mrs. Le 


Beatrice was not without Merit. 
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SarunDay, Aug. IT, I; 


Tax DRUMMER, with Carurkn AND 


PxrRxUCHIo. We took Occafian, in a for- 


mer Part of this Work, to ſtigmatiſe the Ma- 


nagers, for villainouſſy raking into the hodge - 


podge Mire of Ribaldry and Licentioutnels, 


in order to haul up the abominable Ampry- 
trion. It is with Plealure, that we can no- 
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5 Fi 4 3 
N pay them a Wide, on > waking: 


\ * Amends for their ſelf-intereſted Pertinaciouſ- 
nes, by reviving this excellent Comedy of 
Mr. Addifor's; Which, as it is replete with 


chaſte Humor and uſeful Inſtruction, highly 
deſerves: to be a Szock-Play in every Theatre. 
We therefore hope, that it, will keep Poſſeſ- 
ion of the Edinburgb Stage.— As to che Per- 
fſiormance, Mr. Dexter was pretty well liked 
in Sir George Truman. Mr. Loves Butler, 


Mr. Lancaſhire [ Coachman, and Mr. e ; 


| maurite's Gardener diverted us extreamly. 
Mr. Aicben was not amiſs in Phantom, and 
Mr. Parſons was extreaml ab well. in Ins pa as 


was Mr. Stamper in Vel 


pleaſed us pus: if in Lady Truman, eau pure ard 
her Figure and Addreſs were e ſuited. 
| 9 9 4 pe vide 03 190 „ 


 Monvpay, Aug. 13. 


HxNRY IV. (F irſt Part) with THE SPELL. 
Prince of Wales, Mr. Dexter. ' Here this 


Gentleman was very happy in his Expreſſion 
of the Pleaſantry, Facetiouſneſs and Good- 


humor peculiar to the Part. It was pity, that 
he could not have thrown a little more Juve- 


nility into his Face, ſo that the Illuſion and 


Simflitude to Nature (which is of infinite 
Importance to the Excellency of a theatrical 
5 Repre- 


us ſome 


unt! 9 N q 4 0 SRI abs red 
» 44x" „ eee 3s ** 2 i 5 
5 5 1 eienr eee "PC 
Rds Sg LEG 5 Nn 
# N t. 5 . 


* « 2 een , r 
dl 44 Bos N "Mx * N 9 42 i abt af + 
MAG doi, Fe Wit! Wy ALE 4 of : 
FL of * pr 
9 4 f 8 5 7 4 - 
N * *. - 
* « 
Py ; Jo 
# K 1 1 * > 9 
* 4 — 9 x * 2 
: 7 
« 
. 


| Regen) might "I been more p 
fectly kept Mr. \Aichen's/ Hot] ur was 


vaſtly too TT. and therefore failed exceed. 


ingly in expreſſing the Fire and martial 
Roughneſs of this high- -ſpirited. Warrior. We 


have always thought it extreamly difficult to 


play this Character; as it requires no ſmall 
3 as well as Command of Expreſ- 


fon, to preſerve the golden Mean between a 


liſtleſs Frigidity on the one hand; and a ſtor- 


my, tempeſtous Rant on the other. His Paſ- 
ſion frequently burſts forth in ſudden Flaſhes, 


hien are ſometimes ſo turgid as to touch the 
- nw" Borders of Bombaſt.- ** ago Inſtance: . 


f 


Ry By e anti it were an * Tea ; 


9 To. Muck bright Honour . tbe cn 
; Moen, - 


2% 4 Or N into the 1 if. the Dep. Th 


5 15 Where Fathom-line wan never touch. the 


; . Ground, ' 
Aud drag up drown d Honour by the Locks. 


An AQor muſt ms a great Share of na- 
tive Dignity, to keep this Paſſage from ap- 


Na ridiculous. Mr. Holland did great 


uſtice to King Henr 4 eſpecially in that 


Scene where he taxes the Prince of Wales with 


the Impropriety and ſhameful Licentiouſneſs 
of his Conduct. We could, with Pleaſure, 
obſerve parental Affection mingling itſelf with 
the Severity which accompanied his Reproof. 
We think i incumbent upon us to be more 


explicit 


* 25 I 2 
2 


lencies. as his Caſt "of Fitts is generally - 


| took: 2-Nature, as to be deſtitute of the Ad. 
s requiſite ad caplandum YVulgus a by 
* and which alone, ſeveral of our Mock 


Heroes have acquired no ſmall Share of Ap- 


in propria Perſona. We will take upon us to 
_ affirm, that there is not a Player, at preſent, 


in the three Kingdoms, who can do ſo much 


Juſtice to the humorous old Knight, as Mr. 
Love. It is really (in the fheatric Stile) ſo 
immenſe a Character, that you will ſearee find 
one Actor in a Hundred, who is able to 
make any Thing of it. Encouraged by the 
prodigious. Reputation of the sous f the 
laſt Age, ſeveral Gentlemen. of the Sock have 
- attempted the arduous. Enterpriſe z moſt of 
15 have ſucceeded fo ill, as, in a great 


and (to uſe Fack's own Language) have made 


Plauſe. | Sir Jain Falfaff, Mr. Love. Here 
we had the Pleaſure of ſeeing this Gentleman 


meaſure, to exhibit a mere Caput mortuum; 


him appear, through the whole of his Charac- 


ter, as melancbholy as the Drone of a Lincoln- 


uiſh, leering Eye, the moſt eſſontial Requi- 
te for this Character in particular. As there 
is hook. a Redundancy of Wit in it, we great- 


ly approve of Mr. Love's judicious Method of 
* arying bis Expteſſion; by which Means we 
8 5 NT | ." "mee 


$$ 


\ 


Hire Bagpipe. Mr. Love, on the other hand, 
ſeems quite at home in the Part; has got a 
— broken, fat Voice, a remarkable Com- 
mand of Features, and, above all, a fly, ro- 
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| arechabled 1 ery Grain of tis Th W 
| Aricum, with peri Ae 1 Mrs. 


- Cvuper, in Lady Piercy, had little more to 
do, but to croſs the ke z yet we cannot 
.. remarking, that we have never ſeen 2 
y look lier What the Author intended, + 
ar — the few Words ſhe had to fay, {8 
greater Delicacy. Mrs. FAT : | 
was N well TOs.” +" 
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Tun Mtercxant or Venice, with TE ; 
AUTHOR ' Shyloo (the Few) Mr. Stamper. 
Here, this Gentleman appeared to labour 
under a great Deficiency in muſcular Expreſ-. 
fion; and we are ſorry to ſay, that his Ac- 
tion, upon the whole, was not a little ludi- 
ecrous; as we could frequently perceive the 
pert Valet de Chambre breaking through the 
aſſumed Diſguiſe of the ſurly Son of Iſrael. 
We could not help en that our good 
Friend and Acquaintance Sharp (actuated by 
] a Species of Ambition now extreamly preva- 
| lent, which ſome of our choiceſt Spirits, as if 

bit by a mad Player, carry to a Degree of 
Phrenzy) having affembled a ſek# Society of 
his JO coloured” Brethren, and favoutite 
Dulcineas, had fallen a fpouting SHRAKx- 
' 5PEAR, and been endeavouring to take off 
ſome 9 Performer. Antonio (the 
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Merchant) Mr. Hulland. As we 
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| its being extreamly well played by this Gen- 
| tleman. His Behaviour, when before the 
Duke of Venice, was patticularly excellent, 


have wiſhed for. Mr, Loves | Louncelot 
would have been pretty well, had not he, 
now and then, introduced a hideous Grin- 


'” Spectators as had the Misfortune to be trou- 
pbled with any Weakneſs of the nervous Syſtem. 
Mrs. Mozeen had a delicate Softneſs in 77, 
fica, which could not fail to be very engaging. 


Mrs. Parſons was very excellent in Portia, 
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N at) Mr. Holland. 'e have been 
cuſtomed to ſee this Character bungled by 
MI. Love, we had the more Satisfaction from 


and had all the pathetic Decency we could 


ning, not at all agreeable to ſuch of the 
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Th particularly when in the Character of a Lau- 


1 


| Jer, where ſhe diſplayed that Dignity. of 


becomes ſo honourable and reſpectful an Em- 


mer ploy ment.— In tbe Farce, Mr. Stamper's Cad- 


- wallader, (though not without Merit) appear- 
Opportunity of ſeeing it played by Mr: Foote. 


+ Perfeftign. Mr. Leue in arp mult not be 


| paſt over without ſignifying our Approbation 


at the humorous Propriety with which he hit 


| off the Part, which we think by far the beſt 
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ed to great Diſadvantage, as we had lately an 
As we are informed, this Character is really 


| exiſting; for which Reaſon no Body but he 
U -celebrated Mimic himſelf can repreſent it in 
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ook, and Gracefulneſs of Deportment, which 
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Taz Consrant Courts a " with: 1 


RE PRISAL. Mrs. Coupers Sir Harry Wildaies + "a 4 | 


was very prettily played. Mr. Lacken s Co- 
nel Standard was tolerably well. Qlincber 
Senior by Mr. Lobe had a great deal of ri- 
diculous Merit; and Mr. Stamper was a very 
good Subject for laughing at in Alderman. 
Smuggler. Mrs. Parſons did ry Juſtice to 
Lady Lurewell, which ſeemed to be finely 
appropriated to her in every Reſpect. We 
were very much entertained with the Repri- 
al. We muſt congratulate with Door: Smol- 
let on the Succeſs of this little 8 which, 
although it is but a ſlight, eaſy S. ch of his 
Pencil, carries plain Marks o the Hand of a 
great Maſter ; and convinces us, that the Doc 
tor can make his moſt leiſure Hours ſubſervis. 
ent to the Diverſion of the Public. The na? 
tional Characters are finely contraſted, the 
Manners juſtly and accurately deſcribed, and, 
as to the e the en 8 are”. 


. 4 . * 3 
# ” 2 * 1 N 1 1 


—— TY 


reer 


— —— ů ů . 


— CE —— = —— — 
„ ²—Ä ones. oc aan; = 1 


[1 


made to ſpeak, in puris naturalibus. The Per- 


' formers here. did great Juſtice to it, in parti- 
cular Mr, Love, who played Enfhgn Macly- 


more: It is incredible with what Facility this 
Gentleman meuthed the Caledonian Phraſe, — 


We heartily wiſh, that the Author had been 


preſent, as we are perſuaded, that he would 
have ſeen his own Conception brought forth to 
real Life. 


We cannot conclude this Work without 
obſerving, of what infinite Advantage it is to 
the Edinbural Theatre, to have the Decora- 
tions done by ſo good a Painter as Mr. De 
Ia Cour, who was brought hither during the 
Adminiſtration of Mr. Di66zs. Some of 
our Number have the Pleaſure of being ac- 
quainted with this ingenious Artiſt, who are 
of Opinion, that his amiable Character in 


private Lite, is no leſs to be eſteemed, than 
his beautiful and elegant Landſchapes are to 


be admired, We are happy to find him 
gaining the Patronage of People of Taſte in 
this Country; and, we hope, he ſhall con- 


tinue to meet with Kae equal to 


his Merit. 


